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—Photo by Claud Dettloff 


Symbol of sea power. The White Ensign, streaming from the flagstaff of a warship off the 
B. C. coast, proclaims to friend and foe that the Navy is on guard. 





problems. 


Amott G R 
In a situation like this 


—Photo by 


and equipment tied up. 


gress 


. 
3S 
3 
. 
3 
° 
° 
a 
4 
i 
o 
cs) 
< 
3 
. 
3 
a} 
ws 
u 
> 
c 
3 
£ 
° 
° 
= 
> 
4 
% 
oO 
£ 
= 
= 
a 


mean calls in pro: 


om oe 


a 


Picture of a telephone operator 


All those cords interlaced 
some vital calls might have to wait. 








—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Bayview and Information operators, Vancouver, send a donation to the Merchant Marine each 
month, and the photo above shows collections being made. In the picture, left to right, are: Miss 
Viola Myles, Miss Evelyn Leishman, Miss Pearl Edwards, and Miss Shirley O’Brien, all of Bayview. 











—National Film Board Photo 


Two positions of the large Dominion Government telephone switchboard in Ottawa. These 
operators, aided by an overhead directory, can connect you with 25,000 government workers at 4,500 
telephones. This is the biggest and busiest private branch exchange in Canada. Some 110,000 calls 
flow through the government telephone system each day. 





—Photo by Duncan Macphail 


These are war workers, too. Victoria telephone operators whose service on the vital lines of com- 
munication is so important to the war effort. At the left is the Long Distance switchboard; at the 
right, the information board. Miss M. Burley, chief operator, is standing in the centre. 
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—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 

The Dexter operating room, Vancouver, to which some switchboard additions were made in accord- 
ance with the pre-curtailment programme. There'll be no more until after the war. Miss Ada Corn- 
ford, chief operator, is at the desk in the centre. 
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—Photos by Eric Mason 

With telephone service so vital to national defence, it’s more important than ever to keep telephone 
equipment functioning properly. Watchful maintenance men eliminate many cases of trouble before 
they happen by a regular systematic checkup. Above are Pete Heenan, left, of dial service mainten- 


ance, Vancouver, checking heat coils, and Charles Clarke, of toll maintenance, testing “carrier” 
equipment. 





—Photo by Duncan Macphail 
Charlie Holman, foreground, and Alvin Sill replacing worn out batteries in the Victoria exchange 
with new ones of the sealed type. 
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—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Gold on those shelves? Well, not exactly, but something just as precious in the eyes of telephone 
men in these days of shortages and restrictions caused by the war. 


The shelves contain an accumulated assortment of switchboard parts that may be needed for 
vital replacements in various parts of the system. Conservation is all-important nowadays, with new 
equipment so hard to get. 


That’s Fred Tremblay, shop foreman, Vancouver, eyeing his treasure trove. 





—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 


Time was when it was cheaper to throw away some worn-out equipment and buy new, rather than 

attempt to repair it. The war has changed that. Very often new equipment just isn’t available. 

Above is John Douglas, of the repair shop, Vancouver, mending a worn switchboard cord. He binds 

it with thread and then resurfaces it with wax. Inset are a cord in need of repair and one that’s 
been mended. 


—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


A stack of reclaimed telephone sets in the repair shop, Vancouver. They'll be renovated and then 
put in service again. Surveying one of the sets is Ed Cameron. 





—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Rubber is no longer available to resurface worn “jumper” rings (through which telephone wires 
pass in the central office rack rooms). So the rings are now given a coat of enamel instead and put 
back into service. Earl Clements, above, exhibits (1) a ring renovated with the new enamelling 
process and (2) a ring with its rubber coat badly worn. 





Our Advertising Aided 
the Victory Loan Drive 






From a Letter to the Publicity Manager 
of the British Columbia Telephone Co. 


“On behalf of the Vancouver 
Division | feel safe in saying that the 
results obtained (in the Fourth Victory 
Loan Drive) would not have been poss- 
ible without assistance such as your 


Company gave. THE ABOVE ADVERTISEMENT, 
“The dramatic advertising that IN SPACE (@) 3 FIVE COLUMNS 
you contributed through the press was AN 7) |B) Siu 5 Alias (oi |S (ws | sis) DEEP, TNS 
atresia | BUN IN DAILY NEWSPAPERS 
Beiee iad THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE 
AS A DONATION BY THE 
1} AH Ws) os em @@) BB) | 3} 7am fed (@) | 
COMPANY TO THE FOURTH 
AV 4(@] K@)°> Aa @ YAN tam D) a NVA oe 
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Employees Subscribe Record Sum 
to Fourth Victory Loan 


NSWERING the appeal to “Make 
A the Fourth First”, employees of 
the British Columbia Telephone 
Company and associated telephone com- 
panies subscribed $167,817 to Canada’s 
Fourth Victory Loan. This was the 
greatest amount the staff ever raised in 
a Victory Loan campaign, according to 
the report on the recent canvass by 
C. W. Halford, chairman of the Tele- 
phone Employees’ War Savings Com- 
mittee. 

Ninety-three per cent of the staff 
participated. 

During the campaign, 193 cash ap- 
plications for bonds, totalling $44,100, 
were received, while 980 signed to buy 
bonds, totalling $60,600, under the 
Payroll Savings Plan. The total sub- 
scription for bonds was $104,700. The 
amount involved in pledges for War 
Savings Certificates, covering a six- 
month period of payroll deductions, 
was $63,117. 

A comparison of the results achieved 
by employees in the various communi- 
ties in the system follows: 


No, Emp. % 































Amount Emp, Part. Part. 
Abbotsford $ 326 9 9 100 
Agassiz 144 5 5 100 
Albion 168 + 4+ 100 
Belmont 48 4 2 650 
Bralorne 148 3 3 100 
Chase .. 132 3 3 100 
Chemainus .. 422 6 6 100 
Cloverdale . 490 9 9 100 
Cobble Hill 416 5 4 80 
Colquitz. .. 174 6 6 100 
Courtenay . 710 ll 11 100 
Cumberland 138 5 5 100 
Duncan 1,152 7 16 94 
Ganges 390 7 7 100 
Golden 126 3 3 100 
Grand Forks 1,086 8 8 100 
Greenwood . 72 3 2 67 
Haney 357 8 8 100 
Hope 196 2 2 100 
Invermere . 606 6 6 100 





No, Emp. ¢5 































Amount = Emp. Part. Part. 

Kamloops $ 3,588 29 29 100 
Kaslo 1%6 4 4 100 
Keating 180 6 6 100 
Keremeos 114 3 3 100 
Ladner . 642 9 9 100 
Ladysmith 228 5 5 100 
Langley 636 8 8 100 
Merritt . 466 6 6 100 
Nanaimo 3,414 43 420 (98 
Nelson 8,701 30 30 100 
New Denver 156 4 4 100 
New Westminste: TA58 105 99 94 
North Vancouve 2,872 41 39 (95 
Oliver 176 3 3 100 
Parksville 240 5 5 100 
Port Alberni O44 15 15 100 
Port Coquitlam. 180 5 5 100 
Port Moody 206 6 6 100 
Princeton . 552 7 7 100 
Rossland. 161 6 6 100 
Sidney 189 Il 11 100 
Sooke .. 280 5 5 100 
Steveston . 302 5 5 100 
Trail .. 871 7 17 100 
Vancouver 92 
Victoria 91 
West Vancouver 96 
Cranbrook 678 11 11 100 
Creston . 304 6 6 100 
i 544 8 8 100 

228 5 5 100 

62 1 1 100 

Campbell River 150 5 5 100 
Ocean Falls 96 4 + 100 
Powell River 570 8 8 100 
Prince George 36 3 2 67 
Chilliwack 356 6 5 83 
Mission . 365 7 7 100 
$167,817 2,322 2,166 93 

Following is a comparison of the 


results obtained by various groups in 
the system, during the Fourth, Third 
and Second Victory Loan drives, on 
the basis of percentage of quota at- 
tained : 


Trarric DEPARTMENT 
CLASS A OFFICES 






4th = 3rd 2nd 
Cafeterias 234 123 
Victoria 161 125 
New Westminster 118 99 
North Vancouver 108 96 
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4th 8rd 2nd 
Glenburn . 115 81 185 Cumberland 
Dial Service 105 110 91 Rossland... 
Information 100 83 95 Ocean Falls 
Langara 96 100 95 Courtenay 
West Vancouve 95 100 101 Chemainus 
Vancouver Toll 91-108 93 Sidney 
General Traffic 89 123 96 Belmont 
Hastings 89 91 97 Prine i 
Bayview 87 97 85 fe ge 
Fairmont .. bd eH ae PLANT DEPA 
Xerrisdale = 
ee GA 84 93 75 Nelson Plant . 183 96 
Alma 83 82 g¢ Plant: Clerical 106 
School 13 99 82 Kamloops Plan . 124 108 
Dexter 67 55 64 Kootenay Telephone Plant 105 __..... 
Plant Garage .. 95 
CLASS B OFFICES Nanaimo Plant 72 
Port Alberni 159 122 120 New Westminster 95 80 
Nelson ... 145 125 105 Mission Plant 92 92 
Kamloops 126 112 115 Engineers 91 69 
Duncan 112 abet 187 Vancouver Maintenance.. 88 89 
Nanaimo 7B o4 99 Plant Accounting . 17 88 
Chilliwack 65 115 = 93 Victoria Plant... 7 81 
Trail 65 86 95 Vancouver Construction 73 78 
e Chilliwack Plant 67 7% 
CLASS C OFFICES Vancouver Installation 62 56 
Cobble Hill . 192 510 North-west Telephone 37 
Tnvermere 198 = 255 
Michel 100 229 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT 
Bridge River Mines 67 67 AND GENERAL 
Chase 183 150 154 Nelson Commercial 17 105 
Steveston 182 142 100 ~=Victoria Commercial 140 1380 
Fernie 176-385 110 Head Office Voucher. 128 115 
Powell 176 123 111 Chilliwack Commercial. 120 15 
Sooke 157 3806 277 New Westminster Com! 105 90 
Ladner 140 103 131 Cranbrook Commerci 100 
Oliver 138 221 213 Revenue Accounting, Van. 100 103 
Kaslo 126 133 228 = Kamloops Commercial 127 
Cloverdale 14 105 100 Head Office ..... 80 
Port Moody 1138-100 105) Commercial Engineers 49 
Ganges 112 «188-112, Vancouver Commercial 78 
Ladysmith 112 «143—s117_~SCs: Building and Janitors l 
Kimberley 112 80 95 
Parksville 110 179 151 
Albion 108 178 173 QUESTION: 
po hana 138 ne a As Victory Bonds in bearer form can 
easily be sold by anybody, what should 
Golden .. 100 260 208 be done to keep them safe? 
Greenwood . 100 «6183107 
Haney ... 100 ©=©100 =.100 ANSWER: 
Keremeos 100s p11 - 107 Keep them in a safe deposit box in a 
Langley .... 100 97 100 bank If you have not 4 box of this 
Port Coquitlam 1000 151 187 kind, any bank will keep them for you 
Keating 97 118112 for a small annual charge, which service 
Abbotsfor« 95 100 104 includes clipping the coupons when they 
New Denver 95 126 113 become due and crediting the interest to 
Mission 95 276 218 your account. Similar arrangements can 
Merritt 93 100 167 also be made with many trust companies. 
Grand Forks 87 130 108 If you keep your bonds at home, it is 
Creston... 82 63 63 safer to have them in registered form 
Campbell River 81 112 82 and to keep a record of their numbers 
Cranbrook 17 63 51 safely elsewhere. 
Colquitz 15 80 1%5 
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He Became a Telephone Man 
to Win a Girl 


ROYAL CITY romance caused 
oa Eric Edward (Slim) Sinden to 

join the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany 22 ) ago. It 
winning a job to win a girl, and we are 
happy to report that he did both. 

Today, Slim Sinden is. still in the 
telephone business—he’s our new wire 
chief at Chilliwack: and he still has the 
same girl, who is, of course, 
Mrs, Sinden. 

Slim was born on a farm 
in Elgin County, Ontario, 
and the farm 
until he enlisted in the Can- 
adian Army in the last war. 
As a soldier, he was stationed 
for a time in New Westmin- 
ster, and there romance en- 
tered the picture. He met a 
fair daughter of the Royal 
City, Miss Jennie Bryson, 
and decided that after the 
he would return there 
and make Miss Bryson his 
wife. 

As Slim explains it, he got 
half way to Siberia and 
came back and 
charged. He returned first to his On- 
tario home and then got a job with the 





was a case of 





remained on 





war 


hen 


was dis- 





Hydro Electric system in London. 
But London is a long, long way from 
New Westminster. So in 1921 he 


turned westward again, bound for New 
Westminster, matrimony, and a job 
he hoped. 

Because of his expe 








the 
power concern in London, he selected 
the Telephone Company as the first firm 
to which to offer his services. 

He applied to R.W. Pinder, divisional 
superintendent of plant, Vancouver, for 


rience with 





BE. E. (Slim) Sinden 


a job, was promptly turned down, but as 
he was going out the door, Pinder called : 

“Hey, youre just the man we want!” 

Fortune was certainly smiling at him, 
for he was assigned to the plant depart- 
ment in New Westminster. T 
February 8, 1921. He continued as a 
member of the Royal City plant staff 
for 22 years, and then, on the exact 
anniversary of his joining the 
company, on February 8, 
1948, he was notified by 
Robert Smyth, district plant 
chief, of his promotion to the 
Chilliwack position to sue- 
the late Roland Nos- 
worthy. 

We mustn't forget to re- 
port that Slim and Miss Br 
son were married in April, 
1921. The couple have two 


iat was on 





coed 





daughters, Lorene, now 16, 
and Jean, now 18. 





Because he is a slender 
footer, that nickname “Slim” 
was tacked on Erie Edward 
Sinden by his wife’s parents. 
Now, even his wife calls him 
“Slim”, he says. 

During most of his telephone career 
in New Westminster, Slim Sinden served 
on the test desk. He took time out in 
1930 to help to install the Victoria dial 
equipment. 

In the Royal City, he was active in 
the Junior Board of Trade, serving as 
president in 1988 and as director for 
the pre 
urer of the B. C. Lacrosse Association 








ding four years. He was treas- 





for five years, and this year was voted 
honorary vice-president of the organiza- 
tion. He is a member of the I. 0. 0. F., 
and recently joined the Rotary Club. 
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Operators Form Association 


HE Telephone Operators’ Organ- 
ization of British Columbia, an 
association of traffic operating 
employees of the British Columbia Tele- 
phone Company and associated com- 
panies, was formed at a meeting of these 
employees held in Vancouver on May 2. 

The Organization is registered under 
the Societies Act of the Province of 
British Columbia, and its set-up is much 

- the same as that of the Electrical Em- 
ployees’ Organization which has been 
in existence since 1927. At the time this 
article was written, the membership of 
the new association was over 1,000. 

At a meeting with the management 
early in April, a deputation of traffic 
operating employees informed the Com- 
pany of their intention to create an 
organization, and asked the manage- 
ment for a statement in regard to the 
proposal. 

Under date of April 20, 1948, James 
Hamilton, vice-president, in a letter ad- 
dressed to all traffic operating em- 
ployees, stated that the Company would 
be pleased to recognize and deal with 
the properly elected representatives of 
a majority of these employees. 

As the Organization’s membership 
now represents a substantial majority 
of the traffic operating employees, and 
the members have duly elected their 
representatives, the management of the 
Company is pleased to recognize these 
representatives and to discuss with them 
all matters affecting the relationship 
between the Company and its traffic 
operating employees. 

There are four branches, one for each 
of four areas served by the company’s 
system. These are Vancouver (which 
includes New Westminster and_ the 
Fraser Valley), South Vancouver Island, 
North Vancouver Island, and Interior 
(embracing the Kootenays and also the 


Kamloops district). General adminis- 
tration is conducted by a council, con- 
sisting of chairman, general secretary 
and representatives of various branches. 

Miss Jean Davidson, of D.S. “A”, 
Vancouver, has been elected chairman, 
and Miss Jeanne Cameron, of Fairmont, 
is the general secretary. Other mem- 
bers of the council are: Miss Ruth 
Lavery, of Long Distance, and Miss 
Kathleen McDonell, of Bayview, Van- 
couver; Miss Olive Campbell, of Vic- 
toria; Miss Myrtle Bell, of Nanaimo: 
Mrs. Ada Snow, of Cranbrook. 

Officers of the four branches are: 

Vancouver — Miss Florence Allen, 
Fairmont, president ; Miss Evelyn Con- 
way, Long Distance, vice-president; 
Miss Hollis Nielsen, Bayview, secretary. 
Office representatives: Miss Jessie Rich- 
ardson and Miss June Crowe, Bayview : 
Miss Anne Thomson and Mrs. Eliza 
Colclough, Fairmont; Miss Beatrice 
Cooper and Miss Margaret Lippe, 
Hastings ; Miss Kay Robinson and Miss 
Barbara Mollins, Long Distance; Miss 
Alice Matheson, Langara ; Miss Frances 
Shaw, Dial Service; Miss Dolly Ross, 
Alma ; Miss Mima King, Glenburn ; Miss 
Leota Collins, Observation; Miss Mil- 
dred McGillivray, Information; Miss 
Betty Robinson, Kerrisdale ; Miss Eileen 
McEwen, North; Miss Kay Davies, 
West; Miss Janie Mill, New Westmin- 
ster. Fraser Valley office representatives 
yet to be named. 

South Vancouver Island—Miss Kath- 
leen Slack, Victoria, president; Miss 
Daisy Grossmith, Victoria, vice-presi- 
dent; Miss Fay Nicoll, Victoria, secre- 
tary; Miss Elizabeth Swain, Victoria, 
Miss Irene Villers, Sidney, and Miss 
Isabel Crawford, Victoria, executive 
members. 
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right: Front r 
Miss Ruth Laver 
MeKinnie, Information; and Miss 
Hastings; Miss Kathleen McDonell, Bayviex 
Miss Theda Mackie, Alma; Miss Bubbles 
Jean Griffiths, Fairmont. 
Observation; Miss Betty Robinson, Ker 
MeBwen, North; and 3 























rs of the Telephone Operators’ Organization of Bri 

ggy Campbell, Dexter; Mi 
Vancouver Long Distance; Miss Mary McConachie, Hastings; Miss Joyce 
Hazel Hunter, Bay 
Miss 
mith, 
Back row—Miss Dorothy McRobbie 
isdale; Miss Jean De 
Mima King, Glenburn. 








sh Columbia, Left to 
+ Prudence Dauphinee, New Westminster ; 








Second row—M 





i Beatrice Cooper, 
Kay MacLeod, Vancouver Long Distance; 
Miss Jeanne Cameron, Fairmont; Miss 
Kerrisdale; Miss Leota Collins, 
idson, Dial Service; Miss Bileen 
Miss Kay Morris, Langara. Photo 











W 








Absent 


by Charles West. 


North Vancouver Island—Miss May 
Tombs, Dunean, president: Miss Geor- 
gina Duffie, Nanaimo, vice-president ; 
Miss Phyllis Jepson, Nanaimo, secre- 
tary; Miss Jean Dingwall, Courtenay, 
Mrs. Marion Shelley, Parksville, and 
Miss Olive Critchley, Duncan, member 
ship committee. Office representatives 
yet to be named. 

Interior—Miss Jean Coles, Nelson, 
president : Miss Jean Newton, Rossland, 
vice-president; Miss Irene Laughton, 








Nelson, secretary: Miss Marion Mac- 


Irene Wat- 
son, Trail, membership committee (one 
from Kamloops to be elected). Office 





Donald, Creston, and Mi 


representatives yet to be named. 


<a 


Jack Veitch a War Veteran 
Tue name of Jack Veitch, building de- 
partment, Vancouver, was omitted from 
the World War I Honor Roll in the last 
Tei.ernone Tark. He served overseas 
eant in the 124th Battalion, 


and was wounded. 


as a 
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Roland A. Chute with a group of operators at Kamloops in 1914, left; and, right, a view of the 
Kamloops operating room the same year. The latter photo is by Roland Chute. 


OLAND ARTHUR CHUTE, vet- 
R' eran telephone man, who served 
as local manager at Kamloops 
from 1914 to 1924, and who was lat- 
terly employed in the repair shop, Van- 
couver, retired at the beginning of the 
present year. 

Born on a farm near Kent- 
ville, Nova Scotia, Roland 
Chute was employed as a 
farmer until 
age, when he decided to try 
railroading. He worked for 
a time for the Dominion At- 
lantic railway. He felt the 
urge to move west in 1906 
and came out to Manitoba 
as a harvester. He spent one 
winter as a trapper in south- 
ern Manitoba, and then in 
May, 1907, he pushed on to 


he became of 











for two years, but the outdoors called 
again in 1909 and this time he went 
He re- 
turned to Kamloops in 1910, and on 
June 1 of that year he joined the B. C. 
Telephone Company, doing both cen- 
tral office and line work. During a 
period in which district plant 
men managerial 
duties, he was local manager 
at Kamloops, serving in that 
capacity for 10 years. With 
the doing away of the local 
manager system, he was 


to work in a logging camp. 


also had 


transferred to Vancouver. 
He had been in the B. C. 
Telephone Company’s sys- 
tem for nearly 82 years when 
he retired on January 1 last. 
He was honored at the recent 
Pioneers’ dinner in Vancou- 


B. C., settling in Kamloops. ver, when he was made a life 

He put a hobby to prac- Roland Chute as he member of the Telephone 
tical use in Kamloops, work- Hooked ets, ge Pioneers of America. His 
ing in a photographic studio Kamloops. farewell gift from associates, 


presented at that dinner, was a 
pen and pencil set. 

Miss Jemima Clarke became 
Mrs. Roland Chute in Kamloops 
in 1913. The couple have two 
sons, Raymond, with the C.N.R. 
Telegraphs, and Joe, in high 
school. 

Roland Chute’s hobbies are 
varied. They include photog- 
raphy, woodworking: garden- 
ing and printing—he has a 
small press in his own home. He 
is a member of the Oddfellows. 





























ETS Roe 
Make Your Dreams The Kamloops switchboard in 1910. Photo by 
Come True Roland Chute. ; 
Mosr people save money. Some 
people save to have money to meet uniform and our allies to fight and 
emergencies. Others, to have money to heat the enemy. 
buy things in the future. 2. We help to build up our war effort 
In wartime, savings help to win Vic- by releasing for war, labor and 
tory. Our country must buy guns, materials which otherwise could be 
planes, tanks and other war supplies in employed in meeting our demands. 
huge quantities. These cost large sums 8. We help to keep down the cost of 
of money. Our government gets part of living and to fight inflation because 
this money by taxation and the balance cutting our demand for goods and 
by borrowing. services helps to bring total demand 
When we cut down on our spending, closer to total supplie 
increase our savings, and use our sav- 4+. We build up a reserve of purchasing 
ings to buy Victory Loan Bonds and power to spend after the war is over. 
War Savings Certificates, we do five This spending will help to provide 
things: peacetime employment, and to create 
1. We help to buy ships, tanks, guns a market for manufactured and agri- 
and planes needed by our boys in cultural products. 


We build up reserves against 





emergencies, a form of re- 

serve everybody needs for 

security and happiness. 

The winning of this war is 
the biggest job we have ever 
tackled. To sueceed we must 
have the active support of 
every man, woman and child in 
Canada. 

Saving money, and using it 
to buy Victory Loan Bonds and 
War Savings Certificates, is one 
That's Meloche at the right. Photo by Roland Chute. way everybody can help. 





Fred Meloche’s “heavy gang” working at Kamloops in 


1912. 





At the Pioneers’ banquet (1) Sgt. RoW. Tyrell of the R.C.AF 
abeth Teague, Arthur Hardy, 
Buckle presenting life membership certificates to Roland Chute and John 8 
Wilson, Nanaimo, (7) Arthur Sill, George McCartney, Bill Silver and Harold Morse. (8) New Westminste) 
rom Seattle, Mrs. James Durage, James Durage and Miss Cath 
-president) and James Durage. (13) Joe Weimar, Walter 





(3) Vietoria delegation: Miss E 





Cpl WLC. Haskill, of the R.CLAP. 
Lila Boden. In back. 
sted, 


(10) Guests 





ground; 









Halford and Pred Buckle 





James Hamilton (z 
(15) 1. P. Waters, Mrs. Jean Peard, Miss A. 
Miss MH. L. Montgomery and J.D, Johnston, (12) 1943-1944 officers 
(18) Charlie Price, Charlie 














. P. Waters, Miss 





D. Baker, Jim Meade and Mi 
Joe Garvie 


McAndre 


Joan Gray. 
1. A. Suther! 








5000 Years of Telephone Service 


EARLY 5,000 years of telephone 
N service were represented in the 

collective careers of the 160 
employees of the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany, associated companies and guests, 
who attended the annual banquet of the 
B. C. Chapter of the Telephone Pionce 
Hotel Vancouver, 





of America, held in 
Friday, May 28. 

James H. Hillier, of the commercial 
engineering department, was elected 
president for the ensuing year, succeed- 
ing Fred Buckle, who presided at the 
meeting. 


Other officers include: Miss Henrietta 
ident: Jack 
secretary-treasurer;  C, 





L. Montgomery, vice-pr 
C. Hemer, 
Whitmore Halford, Joseph Garvie and 
Walter R. Jones, executive members: 
Allister A. Sutherland Blair G. 
Jardine, auditors. 

Two telephone men who retired re- 
cently, John Sowerby and Roland 
Chute, were presented with certificates 
entitling them to life membership in 


and 


the society. 
Guests from the Seattle chapter were 
Miss 


the president, James Durage; 


J.D. Johnston, C. B. Diplock (general mana: 
‘ 1 R. Walker, Charles M 
by. (6) Nanaimo district grot 





md, Blair GQ. 
We W. Poulkes, Wallace 








er) and Miss Catherine Watlace (2) Chris. Gunnlaugson, Harold Clarke and Earl Squire 
ore, Arthur Harne. 


Miss Edith Parsell and F.C, Pater. 





‘on. (4) W. HL. Cooke and Fred Meloche. (5) Fred 





election serutine 





p: Hubert Dobinson, Chemainus; John Hough, Courtenay: Miss Nellie Rowbottom, Phil Creagh and Harry 






group: Ralph MacPh 


, Walter R. Jone 











n. Walter Hughes, Robert Smyth and William Topham. (9) FO R. 
rine Wallace. (11) Seerctary Jack Hemer, (12) Mivs Agnes Falconer, Miss Betty Cameron, A.J. Jack and 3 
-s, Gordon Prost, Gordon Morgan, Pr i 

: Walter R. Jones, C. W. Halford, Blair G. Jardine, Miss BE. 
James UH. Hillier (the new president), Miss H. L. Montgomery, Jack Homer, C. W. 


1 Gallaher, Charles Rade 





» Huband and 








«and Peter MeN 
R. Walker, Jack 








. (14) Miss Ali¢ 
emer, Fred Buckle, 





Vhitehcad and Jim Meade. All photos by Claud Dettloff. of Uhe Vancouver Daily Province. 


Catherine Wallace, secretary-treasurer ; 
and Mrs. Durage. 

Guests from the Charles Fleetford 
Sise Chapter (Ontario-Quebec), here 
with the Armed Forces, were: Flying 
Officer R. S. Huband, Sergt. R. W. 
Tyrell and Cpl. K. C. Haskill. 

Flying Officer Huband and James 
Durage conveyed greetings from their 


fa) 








respective chapters, and the response 
was made by James Hamilton, the 
company’s vice-president. 

Toasts were to the King, Country 
and Victory, by John Hough, of Cour- 
tenay; to the President of the United 
States, by Alan Irvine: and to the Tele- 
phone Pioncers’ Organization, by James 


Hamilton. Retired members who spoke 
included Peter MceNeish, who also asked 
the Divine blessing, and John Sowerby. 
An informal song session was led by 
George Knowles, with Harold Clarke 
at the piano. 

Secretary Jack Hemer received com- 
mendations and congratulations from 
all for the excellent way in which he 
handled the arrangements for the party, 
which was voted the best that the chap- 
ter has held to date. 

Tue regular column of Pioneers’ News, 
omitted from this issue will appear next 
time. 
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Bayview and Information Staffs 
Collect for Merchant Marine 


Bayview and Information operators, 
Vancouver, contribute $25 cach month 
to the Merchant Marine, the donation 
being made through the Vancouver 
Sailors’ Home. The staffs are divided 
into groups headed by captains who 
are responsible for the collections. Con- 
tributions, of course, are voluntary. 

Miss Shirley O’Brien and Miss Pearl 
Edwards are in charge, and the group 
captains are: Miss P. Clark, Mrs. M. 
Doggett, Miss S. O’Brien, Mrs. L. 
Abrams, Miss J. Faulkner, Miss P. 
Thomas, Miss V. Myles, Miss C. Lillico, 
Miss M. Lockie, Miss Y. Vuigner, Miss 
M. Paterson, Miss J. Richardson, Mrs. 
M. Fraser, Miss E. Fleece, Miss E. 
Hillyer, Miss P. Edwards, Miss B. 
Thompson, Miss J. Molloy, Miss J. 
Nolet, Miss E. Leishman, Miss A. 
Schlotthauer and Miss N. Ravenhill. 

Bayview and Information operators 
aided both the Polish and Russian re- 
lief funds by sending cheques for $25 
to each. 

—— eo 


She Just Tried to Talk to Herself 


Mornay Manson, working at the Fair- 
mont test desk late one day, answered 
a complaint from a lady who said she 
had been calling a number since three 
o’clock in the afternoon and had always 
got a busy signal. 

Manson suggested that the receiver 


of the telephone called might have been 


left off the hook. 

Then the lady suddenly realized what 
was wrong. 

“Oh!” she exclaimed. “I’ve been call- 
ing my own number !” 

eg 
Stork Call 

A paventer, Doreen Mae, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Card at the Van- 
couver Gencral Hospital, May 5. The 
father is employed in the building de- 
partment, Vancouver. 


Thanks to Fairmont Operators 
From Men Overseas 


Memnuers of the Fairmont operating 
staff, Vancouver, have received a num- 
ber of letters from men on active service 
overseas, expressing thanks for parcels 
sent to them. Following are extracts 
from some of the letters: 

“Your carton of 300 cigarettes ar- 
rived safe and sound,” wrote R. Smith, 
“and at just the right time to be a very 
welcome sight to me, as I was right out 
of them. It certainly is a great help 
to us over here, getting cigarettes from 
home.” 

“I would like to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your parcel to me and to thank 
you very much,” said L.-Cpl. C. S. 
(Charlie) Keyes. 

“It’s really a treat to get mail from 
home,” commented Sergeant Harry 
Mills. “I surely hope you will be able 
to send me some snaps, as I should like 
to show these people what our girls look 
like. I don’t think they believe half 
what we tell them about home. Of 
course, remember, we paint it right.” 

“Your parcel reached me yesterday 
after following me all over this little 
island,” wrote G. A. Derry, of the 
R.C.A.F. “I must compliment you on 
your choice of articles for parcels— 
everything you sent was just what I 
need. Really, this is so. I can’t thank 
you enough.” 

gg 


L. D. Operators Aid Armed Forces 


ArmeEp forces overseas have received 27 
parcels and 11,400 cigarettes to date 
this year from the Long Distance War 
Service Club of Vancouver. One parcel 
of 57 knitted articles has been sent to, 
the Y. M. C. A. in Halifax, and two 
bundles, containing 42 garments, to 
St. Christopher’s Children’s Hospital, 
Kent, England. The club spent $340.76 
on its war work in 1942. 
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Why Should I Join the Pioneers? 
By Mou.y 
Not for the sake of a parchment scroll 
Or a blue enamelled pin, 
Not in the pride of a goal achieved 
Which I set not out to win 
Not to attend some yearly jaunt 
With its laughter, feast and cheers, 
Not that I may my service boast 
Should I join the Pioncers. 


Bevan 











But for the sake of a homage shown 
‘To these who have marched ahead, 

Breaking with firm, unfaltering steps 
New trails for me to tread. 

For the sake of a stronger linking 
With friends familiar grown 

That we may urge new travellers 
Yo heights beyond our own, 





For the sake of the living spirit 
Back of the poles and the wire 
Strong as the mesh of woven words 
Which makes my daily hire, 

For the sake of the memories cherished 
Through unforgotten y 

For the sake of the Then, Now, 
I should join the Pioneers. 





Yet-to-be 


— 


It’s President MacDonald of 
Lions Club Now 


Norman MacDoxarp, Bayview 
chief, Vancouver, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Vancouver-Burrard Lions 
Club (formerly the Kitsilano 
Club), effective July 1. 


wire 


Lions 





Miller eats. 
ng Foreman Al Mill 
La Belle, general super 


This mealtime photo of Super- 
ws taken by E. P. 
tendent of plant. 

















consists of 
Janet Milne, 
MeEwan; 


commercial 











Yvonne 
of the 


Vancouver, 


Langara chief operator: M 
and Miss Rossic Maywood, 
department, 








Ad on Bill Envelope Praised 
Aw advertisement currently used on the 
Bi Ce 
velopes, depicting a 
not to use his telephone during an air 


Telephone Company’s bill en- 


man promising 
raid alarm, was praised in a recent let- 
ter by W. C. Mainwaring, chairman of 
the Advisory Council, Provincial Civil- 
ian Protection Committee. 

“I think this is an excellent manner 


in which to bring home to subscribers 











the need of refraining from using 
their telephones during any air raid 


Mr. Mainwaring wrote. 
The same theme was also the recent 
subject of B. C. Telephone Company 
advertising in daily newspapers. 
++ 


emergency,” 


Compulsory Savings 
Now that the taxpayers have completed 
their 1942 income tax forms, the 
Department of National Revenue can 
ascertain what portion of an individual’s 
taxes 
returnable to him after 
will mail him a certificate covering this. 


consists of compulsory savings, 
the war, and 
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Williams Again Victel President 


F. (BOB) WILLIAMS has been 
re-elected president of the Vic- 
tel Credit Union, Victoria, for 


ES 


1945. 

Other members of the 
directors and committees follow: 

Donald A. J. Macloud, vice-presi- 
dent; Miss Beatrice E. Hoffmeister, 
secretary: Wilfred H. Sturrock, treas- 
urer: G. Russell Ard, assistant treas- 
urer; Miss Lilian E. Benson, Miss Isabel 
Crawford, A. Clifford Bull, Kendrick 
R. Findler. 

Credit committee: Frank C. Cavers, 
chairman: Miss Edith M. Ross, secre- 
tary: Donald F. Tyson. 

Supervisory committee: O. G. Jones, 
chairman: Miss Margaret A. Brink- 
man, secretary: David R. Flynn. 


board of 





The annual meeting was held in 
Terry’s dining room. Victoria, on Jan- 





uary 28, the business session following 
supper. President Williams submitted 
the report of the board of directors, 
which showed a consistent growth, both 
of members and savings, during the 
year. 

Shortly after the annual meeting, 
D. F. Tyson, of the credit committee, 
and O. G. Jones, of the supervisory 
committee, were called to active service, 
and were replaced with Miss Velma 
FE. Parkes on the Credit Committee and 
L. M. Butler on the Supervisory Com- 
mittee. 

A publicity committee was formed 
with D. A. J. Macloud, the vice-presi- 
dent, as chairman, and the following 
members: Miss Mabel J. Johnston, 
Martin P. Hoffmeister, Alec D. MceCor- 
mick, and Miss Margaret Dickson. 





Since the annual meeting, Arthur H. 
Barry has been appointed teller of the 
Victel Credit Union, and Miss Margaret 


Dickson and J. A. Miles Wetmore have 
been appointed delegates to the Victoria 
Chapter of Credit Unions, of which the 
Victel president, R. F. Williams, is 
president. 

At the time of writing, June 10, 
Victel’s membership has risen to 181, 
and the share capital is almost $10,000. 
Two weeks ago a joint office for the 
B. C. Telephone Company Electrical 
Employees’ Organization, the Victel 
Credit Union and the Telephone Oper- 
ators’ Organization of B. C., was 
opened at Room 611, Bank of Toronto 
Building. 

In the Fourth Victory Loan Drive, 
Victel financed $1,750 worth of Victory 
Bonds for its members, and purchased 
$350 worth in the name of Victel. 








With the Signal Corps. Left to right: BE. J. 

Rudston, engincers, Vancouver; E. Jones; 

A. A. Dayman, Nelson plant; G@. Downie and 
J. BL McCready, Vancouver construction. 
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Sick Benefit Society Completes 
Sixth Successful Year 


OMPLETING its sixth year of 
GS operation, another 12 months of 

successful administration and 
satisfactory service, the Telephone 
Employees’ Sick Benefit Association 
showed a surplus of a little more than 
$4,000 on the year’s business. During 
the 1942-1943 period, the sociation 
had a total income of $45,776, while 
total expenditures amounted to $41,773. 
Each of the three groups— 'Traftic, 
Plant and 
showed an 





General — 
of in- 
penditure. 
Cost of sickness in all 
groups has amounted to 
$243,200 since the Asso- 
ciation’s inception. 
Following is a list of the 
officers elected at the var- 
ious annual meetings for 
the year 1943-1944: 
Traffic group—Miss M. 
G. Cozens, Kerrisdale, 
president ; Miss D. Hamil- 


excess 
come over 





ton, Hastings, vice-presi- 
dent: Miss H. Bruce, Toll, 
secretary-treasurer: Miss 
LL. Stephenson, suburban 
offices; Mrs. M. H. All- 
work, Fraser Valley; Miss P. Dauph- 
inee, New Westminster; Miss V. Cox, 
Bayview: Miss D. Renwick, Dial Serv- 
ice: Miss J. Cameron, Fairmont; Miss 
LK. R. Walker, Victoria and Island; Miss 
H. Sloan, East and West Kootenay; 
Miss V. Simmons, Kamloops. 

General group—T. E. Brett, presi- 
dent: Miss H. McGirr, vice-president ; 
Miss B. Jackson, secretary-treasurer ; 
Miss H. L. Montgomery and W. H. 
Hunter. 

Plant group—F. 


of 











Hall, president; 





Miss Helen Bruce, president 


¢ Telephone Employees’ 
Sick Benefit: Association. 


G. R. Morrow, vice-president; J. K. 
Cavalsky, secretary-treasurer; G. W. 
R. Sear, and R. F. Williams (Victoria). 

Delegates from the above committees 
are sent to form what is known as the 
Board of Management, which is really 
the governing body of the association, 
and this committee is composed of the 
following members : 

Miss H. Bruce, president ; G. R. Mor- 
row, vice-president ; F. Hall, secretary- 
treasurer; Miss M. G. 
Cozens, T. E. Brett, J. K. 
Cavalsky, W. H. Hunter, 
G. W. R. Sear, and R. F. 
Williams (Vancouver 
Island representative). 

During 1942-48, the 
Association has provided 
the following services: 
1997 visits to doctors’ of- 
fices, 868 house visits. 77+ 
hospital visits, 28 night 
visits, 45 consultations, 73 
specialists’ consultations, 
406 office visits with treat- 
50 
101 
tions, 24 operations by 


major 
minor 


ment, 
tions, 


opera- 


opera- 


eye, ear, nose and throat 
physicians, 17034 hospital days, as 
compared with 1896 the previous year, 
treatment for 176 cases of infectious 
disease, 135 X-rays for diagnostic pur- 
poses, 113 anaesthetics, 145 hospital 
visits by eye, ear, nose and throat spe- 
cialists, 334 laboratory and clinical 
tests, and treatment for 106 accident 
cases. 
To any 
already availed themselves of the bene- 


employees who have not 
fits of membership, a hearty welcome is 


extended. 
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It's Coach Johnny Dale now. Johnny (second from the 
left, above), who works in the printing department, 
Vancouver, ix the new coach of the Burrard lacrosse 
team. He's shown outlining « play to a trio of his stal- 
warts. Photo by Dave Buchan, of The Vancouver Sun. 


Yvette Morris Is School Champion 


Miss Yverre Morris, daughter of Leo 
Morris, of toll maintenance, Vancouver, 
won the 1943 Senior Girls’ champion- 
ship at the inter-high school sports, 
Vancouver, May 21. In amassing the 
highest total of points, she won the 
100-yards dash and the 50-yards dash, 
and was also a member of the Lord 
Byng relay team that finished second. 
She is at present temporarily employed 
in the revenue accounting department. 





a 


Bowling Club, Vancouver 
Tue Signals team, consisting of Miss 
E. Sumpton, Miss M. Henlay, V. Miller, 
K. McCulloch and F. Perkins, won the 
1942-43 championship of the B.C. 
Telephone Mixed Bowling 
Vancouver. 


League, 


On the second-place Monos were Miss 
O. Marten, } M. Eaton, T. Sharp, 
R. Miller and R. Baillie, while the third- 
place Circuits were composed of Miss 
A. Phillips, Miss P. Terpstra, R. Har- 
ris, J. Hillier and A. Wall. 





Bob Baillie’s season average 
of 226 gave him the scoring 
championship for the men, while 
Miss W. Mawer topped the 
ladies with 177. Miss Dorothy 
Whiteley rolled the high three 
games among the ladies with 
722, while J. Smith’s 829 gave 
him first place among the men. 
Miss M. Hickey’s 308 was the 





high single game mark for 
ladi while Fred Perkins led 





the men in this regard with 840. 
The season was brought to a 
close with a banquet in Hotel 
Georgia on April 22, at which 
Jim Hillier presided and the editor of 
Teeruone Tank presented the prizes. 
The following are the final individual 
averages: 
MEN 


K. Ordway 
B. Docharty 
A. Nock 

K. McCullough £ 
G. Friend 
K. Cavalsky 
G. Beach . 
R. Harris 
39 192 B. Newbold 


B. Baillie 
F. Perkins 
. Wa 
MeMillan 
. Manson 
J. Weimar 
Marsden 
Mitchell 
J. Fursm; 








. 69 







































Bowle . $87 191 ‘T. Halford ..... 87 

Borrie 87 191 R. Owen we 5A 
3. Purdy 63°189 A. Hunter 12 
’. Henderson 45 187 J. Hillier 87 
J. Barker 78 186 A. McIndoe 57 
L. Foulkes 84183 S. E 81 
W. Cliff 69 183 i. Hilton 70 
A. Preston 42 182 G. Tyre t 
P. Bourget 87 181 J. Sims .. 

Smith 86 181 B. Newn 

ae “ 54180 J. Kelly on. 
G. Sear 36.180 E. Boxer " 
I. Bielby 86.180 C. Scott ........ 
D. Vanderpoel 3 180 S. Sampson .. 
K. Haspel 84.179 J. Miles 
F. Tremblay .. 80 179 R. Pickard 

Mur 45.177 C. Holman 
A. Irvine 45 177 +B. Raftery 
J. Henderson. 87 176 Fy SHS ooo 
H. Brown 21175 N. Pettigrew 
A. Sill 67.174 J. Henderson 
S. Adkins ...... 84.173 W. Sims .... 
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D. Weaver . 1 


V. Miller .. 137 
H. Bolton 131 
B. Gaines 130 
C. Price 63 127 


LADIES 


A.'Thompson ... 18 209 
W. Mawer ...... 84 177 
D. Whiteley .. 81 177 
G. Lang 176 
M. McLean 
J. Wilson. .... 
M. Hickey 

M. Fance .. 
A. McDougal. 75 155 


164 








S. Jeffs ..... 


R. 
iH. 


J. 
'E. 


oO. 
B. 


M. 
K. 


R. 


M. 
v. 


Cc. 


Miller 
Marr 

Hart 

Sharp 


Marten | 

Hawley 

Peel 

Clark 

Ross 

Kalensky 
McCulloch 

Main 

Reid 





- Wilson 
R. 
. Henl 

~ Warwick 
. Marlor 

. Neilsen 
. Baldock 


McLeod 











. Brand 


. Heather 


Kellett 


. Hoad 
. Mitchell 
. Park 


Allen 





L. Townrow .... 
A. Phillips 
P. Terpstra 
M. Bruce 





M. Eaton 
G. Hanson 
G. Lawrence 
I. Christ 
G. Minnis 

D. Fraser 

E. Blackwood 
J. Wintemute 








Candid shots of members of the B, C. Telephone Mixed Bowling League, Vancouver, caught by the camera of 


Claud Dettloff, staff photographer of The Vancouver Daily Pr 
Henderson, while (3) shows Jim Hillier poised for a big push, E 








nee. The bowling blitzkrieg in (2) is Jim 
rnie Hilton and Gladys Lang are the trundlers 


in (3), and in (8) Miss Margaret Hickey is gloating over a strike. The spectators in the other photos are, 


of course, players waiting their turns. 
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He Survived Fire and Earthquake 
To Become a Telephone Man 


YOUNG Englishman, who lost been demolished by an earthquake. 
everything in the San Francisco Throwir 
fire and earthquake of 1906 only to grab his pocketbook and_ his 

cept his pocketbook and his mother mother’s picture, he rushed off to report 
picture, came to Vancouver soon after for duty with his company. He saved 
to embark on a telephone career that nothing 





g on his clothes, and pausing 








‘Ase, for when he returned later, 





continued for nearly 37 years. his house wasn’t there. He helped to 

John Sowerby, who retired in Feb- re-establish partial communications the 
ruary, is the man to whom we refer. same day. 

John was born in Manchester, Eng- John remained with Western Electric 
land. His career in electrical work until May of 1906, and then, after 
actually dates from 1892, ? looking at a handbook 
when he came out of the on - describing the beauties 


Manchester Technical 
School to take a job in the 
generator department of 
the General Electric Com- 
pany. In 1897 he joined 
George Hill and Company 
in Manchester. Tis duties 
with that firm consisted of 
installing inverted are 
lamps, forerunners of the 
modern indirect lights. 
Then, in 1899, he became a 
fitter in the electrical shops 
of Woodhouse & Rawson 
United, Ltd. 


and advantages of British 
Columbia, he set out for this 
province, intent on taking 
up farming. He came to 
Victoria, went up to Comox 
and then crossed to the 
mainland and journeyed up 
the Fraser Valley to Chilli- 
wack. He was seeing the 
country but not acquir- 
ing it. 
Changing his mind about 
farming, he came to Van- 
couver, and in September, 
1906, H. W. Kent gave him 
Beeause he had an uncle a job with the B. C. Tele- 
in Saratoga Springs, New phone Company as installer 
York, he came out to the United States and trouble shooter. Vancouver’s lone 
in 1902. He planned to return to Eng- telephone office was then in the Empire 
and, but he met a man who said he Building. He worked on the cut-over 
should see California first. So west he from the Empire Building to Seymour 
went to San Francisco, and there he got — in 1907, and then served under Peter 
a job with the Western Electric Com-  MeNeish as an installer. Following a 
yany, doing switchboard construction period as local and long distance 
work. He became a foreman in 1904. trouble man, he became a lineman and 
Awakened early on the morning of helped to build the first long-distance 
April 18, 1906, he rushed to the window — line to Mission. He was transferred to 
of his apartment house to learn what ° New Westminster as combination man, 
he disturbance was and found that the remaining there for a year. 
rick building across the strect had Back to San Francisco John went in 





John Sowerby 
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The small photo at the left shows John Sowerby, between two U.S. marines, following the San 
Francisco earthquake. Right is John Sowerby at Rossland, with the one-time racehorse, “Ginger”. 


January, 1909, working for the tele- 
phone company there, in the Grant 
Avenue exchange, for two years. But 
January, 1911, found him in Vancouver 
(gain as combination trouble man at 
Seymour. 

He served Grand 
Forks, Duncan and Nanaimo as local 
manager. He joined the Highland 
(now Hastings) maintenance staff in 
1919, continuing there until 1928, when 
he was transferred to the repair shop, 
where he remained until his recent  re- 
tirement. 


successively at 


The foregoing record does not in- 
clude all of John’s travelling. While 
working in San Francisco, he took time 
out for a trip to New Zealand. 

He was married in Spokane in 1913, 
his wife being the former Ellen O’Far- 
rell, of San Francisco, where she was 
employed as an operator for the Federal 
Wireless Company. They have two sons, 
John C©., a peacetime telephone man, 
now in the Navy, and James, a priest 
of the Benedictine Order: also a daugh- 
ter, Sheila, employed in the Vancouver 
General Hospital. 





John’s main interests are gardening, 
fishing, playing bridge and reading— 
especially Dickens. 

Upon the occasion of his retirement, 
he was made a life member of the Tele- 
phone Pioneers of America and asso- 


ciates presented him with a pen and 

pencil set, the presentation being made 

at the recent Pioneers’ dinner. 
eee) 


Aw, We Were Just Fooling the Japs 
Te cut-line in the last issue of TeLe- 
PHONE Tank, referring to the ‘442- 
Edmonton-Fairbanks” telephone 
line, was, of course, incorrect. The 
4hQ > is the length of the new 
line from Edmonton to Dawson Creek, 
now completed. The circuits through to 
Vairbanks will not be completed until 
next fall. 

Dawson 


mile 


miles” 


the 
Alaska Military Highway starts. 


Creek is where new 





Borrie family reunion. Foreman Jack Borrie, 
of the construction department, 
Vancouve his wife. daughter. and 


airman son. 
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Fifteen Years Ago 





(From 





) 

Aw extension of trans-Atlantic tele- 
phone service to include 15 cities in five 
countries on the European continent 
went into effect on April 4. The coun- 
tries were France, Holland, Belgium, 
Sweden and Germany. 





The anchor of the Rio 
Dorado, dragging to keep the vessel 


steamer 


more stable in a choppy sea, fouled a 
Vancouver-North Vancouver submarine 
telephone cable on April 16, putting 12 
circuits out of service. A section of 
cable, 1,400 feet in length, had to be 
replaced. 





Commercial telephony was celebrat- 
ing its fiftieth anniversary in B. C. in 
1928, for on March 21, 50 years pre- 
vious, telephone equipment arrived in 
this province, marking the beginning 
of the network of telephones that ex- 
panded into the B. C. Telephone Com- 
pany. 





Roy “Dutch” Harris, former Nel- 
son wire chief, was appointed Kast 
Kootenay superintendent, with head- 
quarters at Cranbrook. 

% 
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(From 





A xew submarine cable was laid, estab- 
lishing a direct telephone route from 
Vancouver to West Vancouver. 











Fire destroyed a quarter of the busi- 
ness section of Langley Prairie on May 
21. Telephone men were speedily on 
the job and restored damaged circuits 
while the fire still raged. 





Mr. and Mrs. Donald Burton, of 
Vancouver, were given a telephone as 
a wedding present by the groom’s 


mother, who paid the installation cost 
and four months’ rental in advance. 





Edward Snead, of the auditor's office, 
Vancouver, won the singles champion- 
ship of the Vancouver Rowing Club at 
the club’s spring regatta. 





Krank C. Paterson, district commer- 
cial superintendent, Victoria, had com- 
pleted 40 years in the telephone business. 

== 


Traffic Personnel 
Changes 


Miss He nen Harpy, 
former Hastings eve- 
ning chief operator, 
has been appointed 
Bayview assistant 
chief operator. 





Miss Ethel Gulli- 
ford, Bayview night 


chief operator, who 
had been acting as 
Bayview assistant 
chief, has been trans- 
ferred to 
as evening chief 


there. 





IF. Douglas, of the 
Hastings Merchant Navy, a 

» brother of M 
Margaret Douglas. 
Hastings operator. 





s 


Picnic at Bowen Island, 

August 7 
Sarurpay, August 7, is the date 
set for the annual B. C. Telephone 
picnic, to be held this year at 
Bowen Island. The Electrical Em- 
ployees’ Organization will conduct 
it, as usual, with King Cavalsky as 
general chairman, Roy Murphy in 
vorts and Dan McRae 
handling refreshments. There'll be 
a snapshot st, so plan to 
bring your cameras. Be sure to 
take photos only on pienic 
grounds, because of war regula- 
tions. 


charge of s 





conte 
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Pete McCormick Retires from Service 





P. J, (Pete) MeCormick 





TER 22 years in the telephone 
business, P. J. (Pete) MeCor- 
mick, a member of the repair shop 
staff, Vancouver, has retired. 

A veteran of the first World War, 
Pete joined the staff of the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company as a vocational student 
on August 4, 1919. He served over- 
seas as a member of the 47th Battalion, 
and was severely wounded on the Somme 
in 1916. Prior to the war he had been 
engaged in bridge construction work. 





He was born in Prince Edward 
Island. 

After completing his apprenticeship 
period with the Telephone Company, 
he became a journeyman repairman. 
Just prior to his retirement, his duties 
were in connection with the important 
conservation prograniune, made neces- 
sary by the wartime shortage of mate- 
rials and equipment. He was engaged 
in rehabilitating worn-out switchboard 
cords for further use. 

Pete is an enthusiastic horticulturist 
and now spends much of his time at 
Cultus Lake, where he has a summer 


home. He is married and has one 
daughter, Joy. 
As a parting gift of esteem and good 
wishes, associates presented him with a 
pen and pencil set. 

aca ee es 


Honor Roll to Be Reprinted 


Tue Honor Roll of World War II, 
published in the last Trerernone Tank, 
is now being revised and will be reprinted 
in the next Several omissions 
have been detected and corrections will 
be made. If you are aware of any 
errors in the first list, will you please 
advise the Editor? 
SS 














issue. 


Greetings from Miss Grace Smith 


From San Jose, California, comes a 
greeting from Miss Grace D. Smith, 
will be re- 
membered as the 
popular chief 
operator of the 
Douglas (later 
Trinity) office. 
Miss Smith ex- 
tends best wishes 
to all friends in 
the Telephone 
Company and, 
through the 
medium of Ter 
PHONE Tak, 
thank 
all those who sent 


who 





wishes to 


greetings to her 
last Christmas. 
TELEPHONE 
Tak regrets 
that space limita- 
tions made it 





necessary to hold 
Smith’s 
age until 





over Mi 


Pilot Officer Arthur J. 
Corriveau, son of Mrs. 





me 


this 






F. Corriveau, Age 
agent. 





sue, 
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Vancouver and the Mainland 








Telephone wedding. The bride was formerly 
Miss Gretchen Williamson, Bayview operator, 
and the groom is Jack Jones, of the cable yard, 
and now of the R.C.A.F. Others in the photo 
are R. Newbold, of stores, best man, and Miss 
Josephine Jones, bridesmaid. 





Long Distance, Vancouver 

SILVER tea service was the wed- 
A ding gift from the staff to Miss 

Rita Thursby, now Mrs. R. Cal- 
lendar. 

The staff honored 
Miss Jean McAllister, 
who became the bride 
of Horace Marshall, 
at a miscellaneous 
shower held at the 
home of Miss Kay 
Robinson. She was 
presented with a silver 
tea service. 

A case of flatware 
was the gift to Miss 





Mrs. R. Slater, was presented with a 
mantel clock. 

Resignations have been received from 
the Misses Marie Madill, Norma Rick- 
ard, Mary Charrett, Dorothy Smire, 
Mae Matheson, Charlotte McDonald 
and Hazel Sommers. 

Congratulations go to Mrs. David 
Tod, nee Lillias Brown, on the birth of 
twin boys, Larry and Donny. 

A daughter, Joan Alice, was born to 
Mrs. William Wa 
Alice Huddleston. 

A son, Graeme, to 
Trevor Page, nee Joyce Woods. 

A daughter, Linda Elizabeth, was 
born to Mrs. Robert Abercrombie, for- 
merly Miss Gladys Hinitt. 

The Fort William chief operator, 
Miss Prettie, and the Regina chief oper- 
ator, Miss Chambers, recently visited 
the office. 

Congratulations to Miss Irene Me- 
Savaney, who won a $250 Victory Bond 
in the recent “Rotary House” drawing. 





on, formerly Miss 


was born Mrs. 








KALE ; 
ned to be 
married, was pre- 
sented with a tea set. 
The following have 
resigned to be mar- 
ried: Miss Margaret 
Bruce, Miss Gretchen 
Williamson, Miss Sally 
Waite, Miss Eileen 
Smith, and Miss Theo- 
dora Stothard. 





who re 





Leila Eggie, who aS A shower was held 
now Mrs. Charles ~ at the home of Miss 
Bouchard. Miss Muriel Shaw, Miss May Me- ‘Thelma Warren in 
Miss Wanda Spicer, (toch and Mrs. Gordon Mitchell, oe oe tee Now 
AUSS WVANEN SPICCKs ail of the plant department, Vancou- honor of Miss Nora 
who recently became ver. Photo by Terry Sharp. Talbot. Miss Talbot 
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became the 
bride of Jack 
Morrison on 
May 1 at St. 
Mary’s 
Church. 

Miss Ruth 
Strudwick 
and Miss 
Ruby Me- 
Naughton 
have resigned 
and are now 
both in the 
women’s divi- 
sion of the 
Air Force. 

A son was 
born to Mrs. 
C. Groat, nee 
Grace McAl- 
lister, and a 
daughter to 
Mrs. H. Atkinson, nee Corrine Dexter. 

The sympathy of the staff is ex- 
tended to Miss Annie Miller, chief oper- 
ator, and Mrs. Catheline 
Renfrey, whose fathers 
passed away recently. 

Miss Daphne Marriott 
and Miss Brand 
have resigned on account 
of ill-health. 

Miss Patricia Morris 
Miss Gas- 
coigne have been trans- 
ferred to Long Distance. 

Fairmont Traffic 
Miss L. Royce, all-night 
operator, Miss W. 
Husband, operator, have 
resigned to be married. 

The Misses B. and M. 
Siddall have been trans- 
ferred to Long Distance. 





Miss Hazel Chunn, Hast- 

ings operator, and her 

brother, before he left for 
overseas, 





Jessica 





and Jessie 








and 





rapher R. 

The following employees +!" 
have resigned: Miss Mar- 
Sollis, Miss Mary 








ion 





Flight Sergeant Photog- 
Tomlinson 
Tomlinson 
was formerly Miss Charlotte 
Egan, of traffic engineering, 
Vancouver. 


Alexander, Miss 
Doris Wilton, 
Miss Norma 
Briggs. 

The sympathy 
of the Fairmont 
staff is extended 
to Miss Marie 
Kinnarny and her 
family. Miss Kin- 
nar brother 
died recently. 

Miss Helen 
Molyard has re- 








signed. 

Miss Gwendo- 
lyn Stringer and 
Miss Harriette 
Slade have resigned to be married. 

Miss Janet Murray and Miss Char- 
lotte Stewart s at a 
shower for Miss Irene Loftus, who was 
married on May 4. The former Miss 
Loftus will make her home in White- 
horse. 

A daughter was born to Mrs. Jones, 
the former Kay Bridger, 
and a son. Brian, was 
born to Mrs. Robert Bo- 
hemier, who was Mona 


Gell. 


Miss Edith Silvester, 

Hastings operator, and 

her brother, Ernie, of 
the RC. in 








were co-hostes 





Kerrisdale Traffic 
Miss Ruru Srokes has re- 
signed to be married. She 
received a coffee table as 
the gift from the staff. 

Miss Ada Malek has re- 
signed to go in training 
a nurse. Miss Mariana 
Amos has also resigned. 

Miss Lorna Gurling, 
Miss Isabel Switzer and 
M Thelma Pyatt have 
resigned to be married. 

Miss Mary Macaulay 
second in the high 
voice class under 20 at the 
Musical Festival. 








as 











and 
The bride 
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Miss Jac- 
queline Dan- 
ley has re- 
ned to be 
married. 

Miss Helen 
Knight and 
Miss Rosena 
Knight have 
been trans- 
ferred to 
Long Dis- 
tance. 

Miss Doris 
Woolisonand 
Miss Winni- 
fred Holtby 


have re- 





. * * 

Petty Officer and Mrs. Me- 

Leod:. The bride was for-- New. West 

merly Mise Doreen Murphy, 

Hastings operator. Th 

GrocMbieauranataor OF 
H.MCS. Ottawa, 


minster 

Traffic 
Tue Misses 
Shirley 
Moulton, Bettie Williamson, Katherine 














Fraser and Thelma Mower have re- 
signed to be married. 
Miss Williamson was 


presented with a mantel 
radio, Miss Fraser with a 
set of stemware, and Miss 
Moulton and Miss Mower, 
each with a case of flat- 
ware. 
e+e — 

Van-Tel Credit Union 
Co-orrration of the Van- 
Tel Credit Union with the 
Telephone Employees’ 
War Savings Committee 
brought excellent 
during the recent Fourth 
Victory Loan Campaign. 
The Credit Union pur- 
chased for its members 
Victory Bonds to the value 
of 490, which will be 
repaid in small instalments 


results 






Mr. and Mrs 














Ross was formerly Miss « 
Grant, Merritt operator. The 
groom is of Kamloops plant. 


each payday. 
As this is the 
first time the 
Van-Tel 
Credit Union 
has actively 
partici- 
pated in the 
sale of Vic- 
tory Bonds 
the 
are extremely 


results 


gratifying. 

That the 
advan - 
te 
services of 
the Van-Tel 
Credit Union 
are appreci- 
ated by em- 
ployees of the 
B. C. Telephone Company and affiliated 
companies is evidenced by the continued 
growth in membership. The total num- 
ber of members at the end of May was 
605, and the assets over $44,000. 

This growth is maintained solely by 
the interest and enthusiasm 
of present members, who, 


es and 





Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barrett. 

Mrs. Barrett was formerly 

Miss Frances Chapman, Trail 
chief operator. 





realizing the benefits to be 
obtained, enlighten their 
fellow employees.  Em- 
ployees not yet members 
of the Van-Tel Credit 
Union should request. lit- 
erature and become 
quainted with its benefits 
Information 
ean be obtained from any 


ac- 
and services. 


officer or agent. 





* * 


Haroxip Turner, of Ma- 
rine- Pacific maintenance, 
was recently appointed 
istant-treasurer of the 


1. Ross. Mrs. 
nnie 





as 


Van-Tel Credit Union. 
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Vancouver Island 


Believe it or not, the babies held by F. C. Pater 
Vietoria, in the photo at the right, are the daughter. 
picture at the left. The left photo, taken in 1920, she 
with Betty Ormsby standing. The other photo, taken 
great grand-daughters, Linda Britton and Anne Rhodes, 





daughters, Frances and Lorraine Orn 
this year, shows Mr. Paterson with h 


by. 














n, retired district commercial superintendent, 
of the babies held by Mr. Paterson in the 
Mr. Paterson holding his twin grand- 











daughters of the twin grand-danghters. 


Victoria Local 

ISS RUTH THOMPSON was 
M hostess at a miscellaneous 
shower recently in honor of 

Miss Margaret Smith, a popular bride- 
to-be. Miss Smith was given a bouquet 
of lily of the valley, and her mother, 
Mrs. W. A. Smith, one of miniature 
gladioli, then the bride-elect was escorted 
to a mauvé and white ship, H.M.C.S. 
Herder, which was filled with miscel- 
laneous gifts from the invited guests. 
Refreshments served from a 
table centred with mauve stocks. Mrs. 
W. A. Smith presided at the supper 
table. Miss M. Lloyd, Miss K. Long 


were 





and Miss W. Needs assisted in serving. 
Mrs. S. A. Thompson and Miss June 
Thompson welcomed the guests. 








The wedding of Miss Smith to Stoker, 
First Class, Leonard Wayne Herder, 
R.C.N.V.R., of Vancouver, took place 
Miss 


Vera Hodgson was bridesmaid, with 


in Knox Presbyterian Church. 


Miss Irene LaFavor as junior attend- 
P.O. Jack Gillespie, R.C.N.V.R., 
supported the groom. During the re- 
ception in the Royal Bank Hall, Alan 
Harper proposed the toast to the bride. 

Miss Audrey Porter res 
April 20 to go east. 


ant. 








gned on 
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Victoria Long Distance 


Miss Exuizaneru Bastyeron returned to 
duty after recuperating from her recent 
illness 

Miss Elizabeth 
turned to duty after an absence due to 
illnes 





Swain has also re- 











Ganges 
Miss Dorven Easror resigned on April 
18 to go east. 

Miss Catherine Popham resigned on 

April 24 to go east. 

ee 

Duncan 
A DELIGHTFUL surprise party, arranged 
by the operators, was held at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. Tipton, on Tuesday 
evening, June 8, when their daughter 
Dorothy, a popular bride-elect, was the 
guest of honor. The bride received a 
corsage bouquet of roses and lily of 
the valley, and the mother one of pan- 
sies and lily of the valley. Miss C. 
Whidden, on behalf of the staff, pre- 
sented the guest of honor with a hand- 
some occasional chair, extending con- 
gratulations and best wishes for her 
future happiness. and 
petitions were enjoyed by the guests, 





Games com- 
and later refreshments were served. 

On Thursday, June 10, Miss Dor- 
othy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Tipton, became the bride of Jack Gil- 
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Gilman, 
of Duncan, the ceremony being per- 
formed at St. John’s Church. 

The chureh and reception hall were 
artistically decorated by the operators 
with peonies and rhododendrons. The 
reception was held in St. John’s Hall, 
the and ived 
their guests. The bride and groom will 
make their home at Duncan. 











where bride groom rec 





= +> = 


bi-monthly at Van- 
Columbia Telephone 


TeLeruone TALK is published 
couver, B. C., by the British 
Company for the benefit of its employees. Add 
all communications to the editor, Newton F. Pulle 
British Columbia Telephone Company. 





Ocean Falls 


Ix honor of Miss Valerie Sutton. a 
popular bride-elect, Mrs. M. E. Patter- 
entertained at a 
shower recently. 


miscellaneous 
The guest of honor 
was the recipient of many gifts, which 
were concealed in an artistically ar- 
ranged box. 


son 


Refreshments were served 
from a table centred with spring flowers. 

The marriage took place on April 17, 
in the chapel of Christ Church Cathe- 
dral, Victoria, of Valerie Romayne, 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James N. Sutton of Ocean Falls, to 
Second Lieutenant John Melvin Ough- 
ton, R.C.A. The ceremony was  per- 
formed by Major the Rey. R. Mellville. 
The bride was attended by Miss Evelyn 
Oughton, while Second Lieutenant H. 
Gordon Vancouver 
best man. 


Johnson of was 


1m 


One-man Photo Show by 
George Baxter 


Ay exhibition of photographs, all taken 
by George A. H. Baxter, chief clerk, 
repair shop, Vancouver, was recently 
held in the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
“This is Baxter’s first one-man show in 
the gallery,” commented The Vancou- 
ver Sun, “and is an outstandingly fine 
one. He has a special flair for portrait- 
ure, which forms the major portion of 





his exhibition.” 





Sextette of operators at Yellow Point, In the 

photo, left to right, are: Miss Jaye Morrison, 

of Hastings; Miss Yvoune Vuigner, of Bay- 

view: Miss Kay Elder, of Hastings; Miss Jean 

Molloy and Miss Joan Nolet, of Bayview; and 
Miss Bernice Milton, of Hastings. 














Statement of Development, May 


British Columbia Telephone Co. 


Abbotsford 
Agassiz .. 
Albion 
‘Aldergrove 
Baltour 
Belmont 
Bridge River Min 
Chase 
Chemainus 
Cloverdale... 
Cobble Hall... 
Colquitz 
Courtenay 
Cumberland 
Duncan ..... 
Ganges 
Golden 
Grand For! 
Greenwood 
Hammond 
Haney 
Hope 
Invermere 
Kamloops 
Kaslo .... 
Keating . 
Keremeos . 
Ladner 
Ladysmith 
Langley 
layne Island 






































Nanaimo 
Nelson 






North 
Oliver 
Parksville 
Port Alberni 

Port Coquitlam ne 
Port Moody 

Princeton 
Richmond 
Rock Creek 
Rossland 
Sidney 
Sook 
Trail 
Vancouver 
Victoria * 
West Vancouver 
+Westwold = 
Toll Stations 


Vv ncouver 

























Totals 
Chilliwack Telephones Ltd. 


Kootenay Telephone Co. Ltd. 
Cranbrook * 
Creston . 
Fernie . 
Kimberley 
Michel . 
Toll Stations 








Totals i 
North-west Telephone Co. 
Campbell River... 
Ocean Falls... 
Powell River 
Prince George 
Toll Stations 








Totals ae 
Mission ‘Telephone Co. Ltd. 


Totals for above companies 
n from 


mnecting companies in B. C.. 
neluding connecting companies 


(G: 











Tot 
{Operated from Kamloops. 






















No. of Tels. 


Jan, 11,1942 Jan. 1, 1943 
ALT 
158 





No. of Tels. 


1943 


No, of Tels, 
Apr. 1, 1943 


ABA 
160 
270 











No. of Tels. 
M 





7 
189 
162 

1,033 

29 











716 

AG 
646 
90,211 








143,807 
1,193 



































157,091 








9.193 
164,147 


112 11 
153 151 
1,210 209 
405 504 
3 3 
1,883 1.975 1,978 
360 368 370 
148,429 155,575 
y 1, 1943, to May 1, 





164,803 





Stamp Out the 


U-Boat with 
War Savings Stamps 


“STAMP OUT THE U-BOAT” is the aggressive 
slogan of the War Savings drive, sponsored by the 
National War Finance. Committee, for the month 
of July. 


By the:personal direction of the Hon. J. L. Ilsley, 
Minister of Finance, money raised during this cam- 
paign will be allocated directly to the purchase“of ? 
depth charges. 


A depth charge costs $90, but it can destroy a 
U-Boat which costs as high as $2,000,000. 


Canada’s objective is $1,350,000—enough to buy 
15,000 depth charges. 


British Columbia’s quota is $108,000—enough ‘to 
buy 1,200 depth charges. 


Let us back Canada’s Navy! LET’S STAMP OUT 
THE U-BOATS WITH WAR SAVINGS STAMPS! 





